
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What is Spanish? 
Spanish the second most spoken language in the 
world, but the A level course is more than just a 
language. It embraces an appreciation of Hispanic 
culture and society, including the critical study 
of literature and film, and multiculturalism and 
political life. 

 

Why students choose 
this course 
The study of a Modern Foreign Language at A 
level is highly flexible and well suited to almost 
all subject combinations. Studying Spanish A level 
will allow you to acquire the knowledge, skills and 
understanding for practical use, further study and 
employment. 

It will provide you with the linguistic skills 
demanded at undergraduate level. It will allow 
you to gain an appreciation of a different culture 
as well as challenging you to think from a 
different perspective. It will also improve your 
English. As the 8th Century emperor Charlemagne 
put it, to speak another language is to possess 
another soul. 

What the course covers 
The A Level specification builds on the 
knowledge, understanding and skills gained at 
GCSE. It constitutes an integrated study with a 
focus on language, culture and society. 

It fosters a range of transferable skills including 
communication, critical thinking, research and 
creativity, which are valuable to the individual 
and society. The content is suitable for students 
who wish to progress to employment or to 
further study, including a modern languages 
degree. 

In the first year, aspects of the social context are 
studied, together with aspects of the artistic life 
of Spanish speaking countries. 

In the second year further aspects of the social 
background are covered, this time focusing on 
matters associated with multi-culturalism. 

Students also study aspects of the political 
landscape including the future of political life in 
the Spanish speaking world by focusing on young 
people and their political engagement. 

At least one film and literary text in the foreign 
language will be studied. Authentic materials 
such as magazine and newspaper articles and 
interactive websites are used to supplement 
course texts. 

 

 
Further information can be found on the 
examination board’s website: www.aqa.org.uk 
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What students can do 
with this course 
It is the logical way to study Spanish at 
undergraduate level, opening an extremely wide 
variety of career options which are not exclusive 
to: 

• Translating and interpreting 

• Teaching 

• Tourism and hospitality 

• Publishing and business services 

• Law 

• Broadcasting and journalism 

• Business and economics 

• Government and politics 

• Sales and marketing 

• Transport and logistics 

How this course is 
assessed 
Paper 1 - Listening, Reading and Writing (2 hours 
30 minutes) 50% 

Paper 2 - Literature and Film writing (2 hours) 
20% 

Paper 3 - Speaking (21-23 minutes including 5 
minutes preparation time) 30% 

 

Entry requirements 
All our course entry requirements are detailed in 
the Entry Requirements document located in the 
admissions section of our website. 

 

Further Reading 
AQA A-level Spanish specification 
www.aqa.org.uk 
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Student Profile: 
Awais achieved an A* grade in A Level Spanish. He is 
now reading Modern Languages (Spanish) at St. Peter's 
College, Oxford. 

“ 
I enjoyed Spanish because learning about the 
Hispanic world and culture helped me to meet 
new people, develop my personality and 
accept myself for who I am. I'm looking 
forward to discussing the reading list in 
seminars to understand the context in which 
literary works were written and to planning 
the Year Abroad, hopefully in the south of 
Spain. 
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